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breaking event, one of the biggest and most successful Model United Nations held this year.

Modeled on the working of the United Nations, the Model UN conference serves as a forum for students to learn the art of 

diplomacy, to canvas public opinion, resolve conflict, learn public speaking and leadership skills.

This year, students discussed topics ranging from the regulation of private companies activities in Outer Space to the rights of 

stateless people, from equal rights under a Uniform Civil Code to handling 'vaccine nationalism'.

We hope this event will be the first of many such Model United Nations in the future.

ROTARY CLUB OF BANGALORE JOINS HANDS WITH 
DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL,WHITEFIELD TO HOST MODEL UNITED NATIONS

Youth Services Director, Hemant Manay and Rotarian Annabelle 

Manwaring (Chairman of Delhi Public School, Whitefield) got together 

to organize Rotary's first ever online Model United Nations conference 
th thon 29  and 30  August.

As President Vincent Raj in his opening address said, “I can’t think of a 

better initiative of our Youth Services Committee as this event serves as 

a platform for the youth of India to take their first steps towards 

becoming global leaders.”

450 students from schools across India participated in this record 

Rtn Annabelle
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ONAM CELEBRATIONS AT RCB
The monsoon has bid adieu leaving the sky blue, fields green and filling the 
hearts of people with happiness and togetherness.

The festival of Onam symbolises the homecoming of the mythical King 
Mahabali,  flagging off the beginning of the biggest cultural festival of 
Kerala, celebrated across the country, perhaps even globally.  And in RCB 
too! 

On Monday, July 31, RCB celebrated Onam in its inimitable style -- but with 
a difference. It was an online event, thanks to Covid19. With a new tongue-
in-cheek name -- Coronam, the event came to life with a video compilation 
by Rtn.Gautham Kalathur. He walked us through the festival, showing its 
cultural practices, with a repertoire of events ranging from boat races, 
dance forms, extravagant flower decorations, colourful art, elaborate meals 
and traditional clothing, to the story of Mahabali. The 20 min capsule on a 
virtual platform enthralled Rotarians, Anns and guests. 

The video started with the King visiting his subjects, who welcome him with 
a mouth-watering Sadhya ( 'banquet' in Malayalam), made up of a variety 
of tasty vegetable dishes, not to forget the Payasam which is served as the 
dessert. Food is eaten with the right hand, without cutlery; fingers are 
cupped to form a ladle and people sit on a mat, cross legged while having 
their meal.

After feasting on the tasty delicacies virtually, we were treated to an 
entertaining, yet educative display of the rich cultural heritage of Kerala, 
such as Puli Kali (Tiger Dance),  Kummatti Kali (Bogey Man Dance), 
Thiruvathirakali, Theyyam (Dance of the Divine), Boat racing, Kalaripayattu, 
and the Coconut Palm  --  the tree of life producing various forms of food 
and other products. 

As we view the art and culture of Kerala, some impressive personalities who 
ruled our hearts were remembered. Dr. K.J. Yesudas, K.R. Narayanan, 
Arundhati Roy, Anju Bobby, George Verghese Kurian, Shashi Tharoor, PT 
Usha, Laurie Baker, Mohanlal, and Mammootty parade across the stage, 
virtually.

The video ends with some interesting facts about the State: All airports are 
International – there are no domestic airports in Kerala. Kerala houses the 
first Church, first Mosque and the first Synagogue. It also has the Highest 
Female to Male ratio; it is the largest producer of rubber. The first ever coir 
factory was setup in Alleppey and the State also owns the oldest Teak 
plantation. Above all, the women in the Nair Kamannalan castes follow 
Matrilineal inheritance of wealth. Kerala also has a panchayat at its best.

While the video to which eyes were glued provided a lot to digest in less 
than 20 mins, our fellow Rotarians showcased a fabulous eye catching 
Pookkalam Competition, with many colourful entries giving a tough time to 
the judges.

I thank all my fellow Rotarians for helping to keep the culture of Kerala alive. 
Onam is celebrated in the virtual world today; it has become CORONAM!  
Yet, it keeps the spirit alive in our hearts! Rtn. Sonia Rajesh
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He was a Charter Member of Rotary Bangalore Brigades in 
1999  and spent 16 years there till he joined Rotary Club of 
Bangalore in 2015.  Besides organizing numerous health 
camps for the underprivileged, his real passion was Polio 
Eradication. Every year,with his car loaded with Polio vaccines, 
he would drive great distances from Bangalore to small   
towns and villages  to create awareness and administer the 
vaccine to babies and  children. If on the highways he found a 
child or groups of children who had not been immunised, he 
would  stop and ask to see their parents and convince the 
parents that the children needed to be immunised. Because 
of   his great  commitment to Polio Eradication, he was fondly 
known  throughout Rotary as  The Polio Warrior . Today if 
India is Polio Free ,  we  need to remember the  significant and 
relentless efforts   by crusaders like Manohar Menda.

At RCB too, he was ready to help any member. I know and I  
owe him a big debt of gratitude for his help in exhibiting 
RCB's Don't Text and Drive Campaign in some 150+ INOX 
multiplex theatres throughout South India.He did the same 
for the Polio Awareness campaigns of Brigades and RCB every 
year. Manohar Menda has been one of the biggest 
contributors to Rotary's Public Image. And he did it without 
fanfarenever looking  for any credit.

His son Vimal tells me that there were crises in his father's  
business  career, but he faced them unflinchingly and  
stoically and never let the family get adversely affected.

We at RCB  were witness to Manohar's  determined nature 
when he would attend Rotary meetings even as his health was 
failing badly. I am told by his friends at Brigades that he never 
missed attending a single ICGF.

What a gentleman was  Manohar Menda! . At an RCB meeting 
, Manohar and his  gracious wife Shaku, immaculately turned 
out and  most times attending  together, would look out to 
catch your eye to say hello and ask how you were doing.  I 
loved his sense of humour and  can't forget his deep, bass 
level voice that climbed up a bit to baritone when he laughed. 

Farewell our dear mentor, friend and outstanding Rotarian . 
Thank you for touching our lives with the  warmth and  grace 
that made you the unforgettable Manohar Menda.

Our sincerest condolences go out to Mrs Shaku Menda,his 
children Anjali and Vimal and their families and his brother 
Rtn Arjun Menda and his family.

Rtn Zarir Batha

Not how did he die, but how did he live?

Not what did he gain, but what did he give?

These are two questions whose answers are so clear to all of us who knew Manohar Menda.

To his family Manohar Menda was the most loving  and devoted Husband, Father and 
Grandfather that any family could wish for.

Kind and  mild in his demeanor,  he reached out to anyone , family or friend who needed his 
help . It did not matter what time of day or night you called him , he was there without a 
second thought for his own discomfort or inconvenience.

He brought his  warm hearted and thoughtful  nature to Rotary as well. How could he not. 
Even if he tried he could not be different.

COVID-19 - Warriors on Wheels being honoured by RCB 

at Rotary Bangalore Vidyalaya

Rtn. MANOHAR MENDA

EULOGY
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Rtn. Nilesh Kapse, Zoom moderator handed over 
the proceedings to President. 

President Rtn. Vincent P. Raj called the meeting to 
order. 

He welcomed PRID M. K. Panduranga Setty, 
PDGs, Past Presidents, Rotarians, Anns, Inner 
Wheel Club members, Rotaractors and invitees.

He announced the sad demise of Sri. Pranab 
Mukherjee, former President of India.  With deep 
regret, he shared the sad news of the demise of 
our own senior Rotarian, Manohar Menda. 

A minute's silence was observed by all to pay 
homage to the departed souls.

PP. Rtn. Zarir Batha, in his tribute to Rtn. Manohar 
Menda spoke about his association with Rotary. 
Mr. Menda was known as the Polio Warrior, in 
view of his great contribution towards Polio 
eradication.

President Vincent P. Raj conveyed Onam 
greetings to all.

He read out the letter received from R.I. about 
nominations for the post of R. I. Director. He 
requested PP. Rtn. Ram Kumarr Seshu to 
scrutinize the nominations and inform the Board. 

President proudly informed that District 3190 
had inducted 606 members as part of the 

thMembership World Record achievement on 30  
August,2020. In this pursuit, RCB member PP 
Zarir Batha was declared the AG with the 
maximum number of inductees – 53 members 
were inducted by his group of 4 Clubs – Junction, 
Metro, Sadashivanagar and HSR.

R.I. Dist. 3190 conducted Awareness on 
Avoidable Blindness program and RCB member 
Rtn. Dr. Mustali M. Vagh was the keynote 
speaker.

RCB joined hands with other Rotary Clubs and 
plated 1000 saplings. President requested 
members to donate generously by donating 
saplings, the cost of each sapling being Rs.150/-.

He also announced that proceedings from the 
sale of books authored by RCB member Rtn. 
S.V.L. Narayan would be utilized for the tree 
planting. He requested members to purchase the 
books and donate for a cause. Books are 
available at RCB office, the cost of each book 
being Rs.250/-.

Rtn. M.C. Dinesh, Director, Community Service, 
said that the District honoured Covid 19 
Ambulance workers who were recognised as 
Warriors on Wheel. RCB will be recognizing four 
such volunteers from Kengeri on 5th September 
2020 at Rotary Bangalore Vidyalaya.

Rtn. Hemanth Manay, Director, Youth Service, 
said that Little Leaders of Society classes were 
conducted for Students.  He also said that the 
program on Model United Nations went off 

th thsuccessfully. This was held for 9  and 10  
standard students at Delhi Public School, 
Whitefield. President Rtn. Vincent P. Raj, Director 
Rtn. Hemanth Manay, and Rtn. Annabelle 
Manwaring addressed the gathering at the 
program.

Rtn. Annabelle Manwaring thanked the President 
and Rotarians for honouring the program with 
their presence.

Rtn. Hemanth Manay also mentioned that 
Spelling Bee competition will be conducted for 
4th 5th and 6th Standard students on Saturday, 
5th September 2020 at 9 a.m. It will be on Virtual 
platform.

Rtn. S. Viswanathan, Director, Vocational 
Service, said that the District will be honouring 
teachers on the occasion of Teachers Day and 
RCB has nominated four teachers from the Club -
- Rtns. Dr. Prof. N.S.Srinivasan, Dr. Prof. Kalpana 
Uday Kumar, Ms. Sandhya Jai Prakash and                
Ms. Kalyani Talukdar.

He also mentioned that The Yadalam  Nanjaiah 
Setty  Rolling Shield event will be conducted on 
28th Sept. 2020 on Zoom.

President greeted members celebrating their 
Birthday and Wedding anniversary during this 
week.

Secretary Rtn. Gowri S. Oza announced the 
Weekly and Committee meetings scheduled for 

WHAT
NEXT

Monday, 7th September
Literacy Program

by Rtn. Guru Nagesh

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 9TH MEETING OF THE 86TH YEAR 
OF ROTARY CLUB OF BANGALORE, HELD ON MONDAY 

31ST AUGUST, 2020. 

MEMBERS

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

WEDDING ANNIVERSSARY

Rtn. Dr.Pradeep M.Rao : 07th Sep.
Rtn. M.C. Dinesh : 10th Sep.
Rtn. Vivek Prabhu : 12th Sep.
Rtn. V.S. Uday Kumar : 13th Sep.

SPOUSES BIRTHDAY 
Ann. Gita V. Viswanathan : 08th Sep.
Ann. Nalini Ganapathy : 09th Sep.
Ann. Devyani Patel : 10th Sep.
Ann. Shaila Rao : 12th Sep.
Ann. Lakshmi Rammohan : 13th Sep.
Ann. Sailaja Muralidhar : 13th Sep.

MEMBERS BIRTHDAY

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

ATTENDANCE  : 31.08.2020

Total Membership : 268

Members  Present :087  

Members  Exempted : 046

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Rtn. Sanjaya Hasthak & 
                  Ann. Banu Rekha : 11th Sep.

CONTRIBUTION TO COMMUNITY CHEST

B/F                      : `   22,501

TOTAL : `   27,002

Rtn. A.Ravi Shankar    

Rtn. Anjana Murali         

Rtn. S.Vijayarajan 

: `     1,000

: `     2,500

: `     1,001

this week. She announced that President Vincent 
Raj and Rtns. Nararaj Ijari and Satish Bhat won 
prizes in the Big Housie conducted by R.I. District 
3190 last week. 

Rtn. Gautham Kalathur, Chairman, Fellowship 
Committee, took over and made a delightful 
Power Point Presentation on Onam celebrations.

President thanked everyone and adjourned the 
meeting.

Monday, 14th September
Anger Management
by Vandana Kohli
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