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Issue 02 July 20, 2020

On the 13th of July 2020, Prema Aiyer was anointed as the 55th 

President of the Inner wheel Club of Bangalore!

Desperate times, desperate measures you would think, what with 

lockdown and all. But we would not want to take away any of the 

pomp and show that the Installation of a 55th President of our 

prestigious club merits. So with Rachna Gupta, the delightful master 

of ceremonies at the helm, the entire team worked together to bring 

out a classic online pageant. And wow! What an evening it was!

At the appointed time of 7.15 pm members started trooping in to 

the virtual meeting. It was a wonderful sight of red and green on 

screen, as committee members and the rest mingled together in 

their rustling silks, greetings being exchanged with gusto.

No sooner were the VIPs of the District, headed by District Chairman 

Suma Prafulla and secretary Vinutha Harish and the galaxy of Past 

District chairmen and Rotary dignitaries seated, than the Rotary 

President Vincent Raj called the meeting to order. After the 

preliminary proceedings, President Tasneem Jiruwala was called 

upon to chair her last Inner wheel meeting. 

A beautiful invocation by our two members, both talented classical 

singers Aruna Rawal and Kamala Raghunandan, set the tone for the 

event, reminding us of MS Subalakshmi's rendition of the same at 

the United Nations. The Innerwheel prayer was read by our pleasant 

Past President Swapna Mankani. 

President Tasneem, in her poignant swan song, reminisced about a 

brilliant year of fellowship and service especially in Covid times, 

Installation of the Board of the Inner wheel club of Bangalore

RCB supported the efforts of Dr Mahesh of Astra Hospital in 
spreading the awareness & control  of Covid 19 amongst 

police personnel.  The event was held at RHF on 4th July & 
DCP Pratap Reddy attended the function.

Secretary Gowri Oza presenting a green memento to 

Ann Vasantha P. Spouse of PRID Pandu 

on the occasion of Roster release

Cont. on Pg 2

Inner Wheel Club of Bangalore Executive Committee 2020-21

Team Manasvita-President Prema Iyer, Secretary Gita Vishwanathan, 

Treasurer Udaya Reddy, ISO Champa Dilip, Editor Pragya Jain



K: Ah, you are privileged to be a 'first' of a kind in RCB history. How 

did it feel to be inducted on line? 

J: I was in US when I was inducted online. I would have preferred to 

have the induction done face to face as I think that would have given 

a more 'real' touch. I missed getting the pin personally during 

induction . 

K: What was your perception of Rotary before your induction? 

Has it changed since then?

J: Earlier, I knew very little about the work done by Rotary and I 

thought it was more an organization where people meet to have fun 

and promote business. But after joining RCB, my perception 

changed. I am really impressed with the dedication, discipline,  

enthusiasm, and sense of service that Rotarians have. I saw this 

specifically during the Covid lockdown…Rotarians helping out the 

community; distributing essentials to the needy, conducting blood 

donation drive etc., at the cost of risking their own health. Hats off to 

them!

K: What prompted you to join Rotary?

J: The companies I worked with in the US invariably had 

philanthropic activities over weekends. That is how I got initiated 

into donating and volunteering. 

I have donated to various organizations such as Sankara Eye 

Foundation, City Team Ministries, Second Harvest Food Bank etc. I 

have also volunteered over weekends at a number of places such as 

Second Harvest Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity etc. 
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Kalpana: Hello Rtn. Jagadish Changavi. 

                Thanks for consenting to chat with us.

Jagadish: Pleased to meet you!

K: Jagadish, when did you join RCB?

J: I joined RCB in April 2020. I am one of the first members to be 

inducted   

online through Zoom . All my Rotary meetings after induction have 

been online.

Pleased to meet you!

A Lockdown tête-à-tête with Rtn. Jagdish Changavi

Cont. from Pg 1

profusely thanked the members and donors before handing over 

the jewel with her good wishes, to the new President, waiting in the 

wings. Ashwini Surendranath in her inimitable style gave us a 

glorious introduction of our charming President elect Prema Aiyer.

The President accepted her post with humility and in her keynote 

address she galvanised members to yet another year of dedicated 

service, fun and fellowship. She quoted “if you want to walk fast, you 

walk alone but if you want to walk far, walk together.” Thus she bade 

her tribe of sisters of Inner Wheel to stride along with her. A very 

motivating speech later, all dignitaries were graciously thanked and 

President Prema installed her committee of 18 members - Team 

Manasvita.

The program went like clockwork. Past District Chairman Padmini 

Nagachandra introduced her friend and colleague Suma Prafulla, 

our District Chairman and chief guest, who then addressed the 

gathering. 

Freshly minted secretary of IWCB, Gita Vishwanath announced the 
installation day projects and read out the felicitations.

Editor Pragya Jain, requested Rotary President Vincent Raj to release 

the inaugural issue of Jyothi and it looked beautiful on the screen! 

We can't wait to dig into it! 

The much awaited club roster was unveiled by AC member Lalana 

Murthy and she congratulated President Tasneem, secretary VIrina 

and our club for the good work during her term as District Chairman.

The vote of thanks by Vice President VIrina Subbaiah, brought down 

the curtains, but not before RCB President Rotarian Vincent Raj 

announced a generous contribution of Rs. 100,000 from his club and 

adjourned the meeting.

The floor was open to greetings and fellowship. Our senior 

members Seethalakshmi and Shanti Baliga as always were the first 

to oblige. A few more dignitaries and friends felicitated Prema Aiyer 

and her new team with their cheery messages and good wishes. 

President Prema Aiyer and Secretary Gita Vishwanath along with 

their dedicated Committee looked poised for a glorious term at 

IWCB.

Virina Subbaiah, Vice President, IWCB



After moving back to India, I was talking to Rtn. Meera Shankar (my 
neighbor) who told me about the wonderful work that RCB does and 
this motivated me to join Rotary. I thought it would be a great 
opportunity for me to continue whatever I was doing in the US.

K: Can you tell us a little bit about yourself? 

J: I was born and brought up in Bangalore. My father, Prof. C.N. 
Adaveesiah was a Professor of Chemistry at Central college, 
Bangalore.  He passed away in 1978 when I was just 17 years old. My 
mother Smt. Thayamma was a home maker and after my father 
passed away, she did an extraordinary job of taking care of 4 children 
all by herself. 

I did my schooling at St. Joseph's Indian High School and PUC at St. 
Joseph's college, Bangalore. I completed my BE in Electrical 
Engineering from UVCE Bangalore in 1981 and ME in Electrical 
Engineering from Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in 1985.  After my 
Masters, I worked at Kirloskar Computer Services Ltd, Bangalore, as a 
Software Engineer. 

K: Ah, you are a Bangalore Huduga. Any special reminiscences of 
your growing up days in this city? 

 J: I so much miss Bangalore of the 70s and 80s . We lived in 
Vasanthnagar (Close to Mount Carmel College). Bangalore then was 
the real garden city, so green and beautiful! And a foodie paradise 
too! Be it MTR oota, Gundappa mixture, Bhagatram dumrot or 
Janata dosa, I would  enjoy devouring these special dishes. I still 
keep recollecting my childhood days -- playing cricket on the road, 
breaking neighbour's windows, playing goli, gilli dandel and every 
other local game on the roads… children playing cricket, tennikoit, 
shuttle cock etc on the streets of the city was a common sight then.

K: Tell us about your family.

J: I got married to Vijaya in 1989. Ours was an arranged marriage and 
this was the best decision in my life. We understand and 
complement each other perfectly. She is currently working as an 
Office Manager/Executive Assistant to CEO at a software company 
called Qubole in US. 

My son, Avinash was born in 1992. He completed his Masters in 
Electrical Engineering, specializing in Digital Signal Processing and is 
currently working at a company called General Dynamics in SF Bay 
Area. He is what I call a gymoholic. He goes to the gym 4 times a 
week and works out for 3 hours each time.

K: A brief outline of your career, please.

J: In 1990, Vijaya and I moved to US where I have been working in a 
number of technology companies including Oracle and Yahoo. 
Currently, I am the Chief Product Officer (CPO) in a start-up company 
called Quantiply. Working in large companies as well as in smaller 
start-ups gave me a great perspective of the software industry and 
the innovations happening there. I moved back to Bangalore in 
January 2019 to take care of my mother who is 94 years old. 

K: How come you were in US when you got inducted?

J: I came to US for a brief visit and soon after, all international flights 
got cancelled due to the Lockdown and I have been stuck here. 
Waiting for the international flights to resume. I have been following 
the lockdowns both here and in India and one of the reasons the 
lockdown was so effective in India was the level of enforcement. This 
kind of enforcement is not possible in US.

K: What is the nature of your work?

J: At my current company, we are developing software using AI to 
detect money laundering activities in Banks. This has a huge social 

implication as a majority of the money laundered goes into illegal 
activities such as drug trafficking, human trafficking, terrorism etc. 
Earlier to that, I was at another company called LeanTaaS developing 
software using AI for optimally using hospital's precious and 
expensive assets such as Infusion centers, Operating Rooms, 
Inpatient Beds and so on. This in turn helps hospitals reduce costs, 
serve more patients with the same resources and reduce waiting 
time for patients.

K: AI is the buzz word now -- Yuval Harari et al.  What are your 

thoughts on this?

J: I believe AI has the potential to revolutionize literally every field & 

humanity as a whole through Digital Transformation.  Adopting AI is 

not just adopting the technology but also understanding the ethical 

implications of AI and making the right policies around it for the 

common good of everyone. Some of the ethical issues that needs to 

be looked into are: displacement of jobs and industries, privacy and 

security, AI technologies falling into wrong hands, transparency of 

decision making, liability issues etc.

K:  How do you like to spend your leisure time?

J:  I enjoy long distance walking. There is a story behind how this 

started. In 2004, my wife had a problem with her knees. Walking was 

painful and  she could not climb a single step. Her doctor (God bless 

her) did not give her any medication but asked her to gradually start 

walking more and more. This is how we started our walking journey. 

Now, typically, we walk about 12-15 miles (20-24 kms) every 

weekend.

K: How did you manage this during the lockdown?

J: My son set up a mini gym in our garage when the lockdown 

started. I think he has retained his sanity because of that . So, mine 

and Vijaya's routine during the lockdown has been 2-3 days of 

weight training in our mini gym, 2 days of cardio based physical 

training (I learnt this from a personal trainer in Bangalore) and 2 days 

of long distance walking every week.

K: Any other lockdown activities?

J: I have also been cooking more during the lockdown. My forte is 

making Pizza from scratch (including the dough and pizza sauce). 

My wife and son love it .

We are also passionate travelers. We have travelled quite a bit both 

within US and internationally including Canada, Mexico, South 

America, some parts of Europe, Egypt, Singapore etc. Our goal after 

retirement is to go to a place, stay there for a month or so, get to 

know the place thoroughly, understand their culture etc. Let us see 

how well this works out especially post-covid.

K : How do you think you can contribute to RCB?

J : As I have joined RCB recently, I am yet to explore. I think my 

expertise in software can certainly be utilized in existing or new 

projects at RCB. Inclined to work with the Youth Service Committee, I 

believe the current youth are the future of the country and the world. 

It is up to us to nurture them, motivate them and prepare them for 

the future. I believe in teaching people how to fish rather than giving 

them a fish. 

K: Wonderful chatting with you, Jagdish. Wishing you a happy future 

in RCB! Hope things roll on from virtual to the real soon enough. It 

was a pleasure meeting you!

J: Thank you. Looking forward to involving myself in RCB activities.

Rtn. Kalpana Udaykumar

3



4

Proceedings of the 2nd meeting of the 86th year of 
Rotary Club of Bangalore held on Monday, 
13th July 2020. It was a virtual meeting.

Proceedings of the 2nd meeting of the 86th year of 
Rotary Club of Bangalore held on Monday, 13th July 
2020. It was a virtual meeting. 

President Rtn. Vincent P. Raj called the meeting to 
order.

President announced the sad demise of Mr. Gul 
Makhija last week and requested all members to stand 
up for a minute's silence as a mark of respect to the 
departed soul.

President welcomed  PRID M.K. Panduranga Setty, 
all PDGs, Past President, Rotarians, Anns, 
Rotaractors and invitees present.

Special welcome was given to members of the Inner 
Wheel club of Bangalore, Dist.Chairman Ann. Suma 
Prafulla and guests on the special occasion of Inner 
Wheel Club of Bangalore Installation Ceremony.

President informed that last week PPE kits were 
distributed to PHC centers around Anekal. Tree 
plantain was done with District at K.S.R.P camp.

He also said that body cover were handed over  to 
Victoria Hospital and thanked Rtn. Faizal Jaliwal for 
his assistance. He also thanked Community Service 
Director

Rtn. M.C. Dinesh for his initiative and completion of 
this project.

President congratulated Rtn. Satish Bhat on being 
promoted as Senior Vice President of HDFC Bank. 

Rtn. Gautham Kalathur and President Rtn. Vincent 
greeted the members who celebrated their birthday 
and Wedding anniversary this week.

Secy. Rtn. Gowri S. Oza announced weekly and 
Committee meetings for the week. 

She appealed to the members to send in their 
membership fees online at the earliest. 

President Rtn. Vincent P. Raj congratulated Ann. 
Tasneem Jiruwala and her team for the excellent work 

President Vincent P. Raj released 'Jyothi' the weekly 

bulletin  of Inner Wheel  club of Bangalore,  brought 

out by editor Ann. Prag Jain.

AC member Ann Lalaan Murthy released the Roster 

2019-20 of last year .

Ann. Virina Subbaiah, Vice president, proposed the 

Vote of the thanks for the Inner Wheel Installation.

Rtn. Vicnet P. Raj, congratulated the new president 

Ann. Prema Iyer.  Secretary Rtn. Gowri Oza 

congratulated the new secretary of IWC Ann. Gita 

Viswanathan.

President Rtn. Vincent P. Raj announced a sum of Rs. 

1,00,000/- to the Inner Wheel club of Bangalore  for 

their community Service Projects for the year 2020-

21. He then adjourned  the Rotary Meeting.

done during the year 2019-20. He handed over the 
proceeding to her to conduct the Inner  Wheel  Club of 
Bangalore Installation.

IPP. Tasneem Jiruwala welcomed  everybody  and 
spoke about the successful projects under taken 
during 2019-20 and she thanked all Inner Wheel 
members and the Rotarians for their support. She 
then handed over the proceedings to Master of 
Ceremonies Rachna Gupta.

MC Ann. Rachana Gupta took over the proceedings 
and requested Ann. Tasneem Jiruwala to pass on the 
baton to the incoming President Ann. Prema Iyer and 
install her as 55th President of Inner Wheel Club of 
Bangalore.

President Prem Iyer  lighted the traditional lamp as  
Anns. Aruna Raval and Ann. Kamala Ragunath 
rendered the invocation.

Ann. Ashwini Surendra, introduced the incoming 
President Ann. Prem Iyer.

IWC President Ann. Prema Iyer addressed the 
members and thanked everyone and requested their 
support for the year 2020-21. She then introduced her 
team 2020-21, Manaswitha.

Presidnt Prema Iyer requested PDC. Ann.  Padmmni 
Nagachandra to introduce the Chief Guest and Dist 
Chairman Ann. Suma Prafulla .

Dist.Chairman Ann.Suma Prafulla addressed the 
members and congratulated the outgoing  President 
Ann.  Tasneem for the wonderful work done last year. 
She greeted new president Ann. Prem Iyer  wished 
her all the best for her year. She assured her full 
support from the District. 

IWC Secy. Ann. Gita Vish announced the forthcoming 
events and meting of IWC for this month and projects 
under taken.

President Prema Iyer informed that IWC has 
completed two major projects. 52 Grocery kits were 
handed over to the Domlur orphanage. Five heart 
surgeries at a cost of Rs. 1.5 lakhs has been  signed 
with Jayadeva Haspital.

Members

Rtn. Nagaraja Ijari  : 20th July

Rtn. Rajesh Chabria  : 24th July

Rtn. Dr.H.Paramesh : 25th July

Rtn. Gopal Reddy B.V. : 25th July

Rtn. Gowrishankar N.  : 26th July

Spouses

Ann. Monica Chetan Kamani  : 21st July

Ann. Rajeshwari Rama Kumar Y.G. : 24th July

Ann. Sowjanya Naveen  : 25th July

Rtn. Nagesh Shenoy & Ann. Geetha  : 24th July

Brought Forward                       : Rs. 1000

Rtn. Sitalakshmi Chinnapa       : Rs 1000

Rtn. M.C.Dinesh                        : Rs. 1001

Rtn. K.N. Sham : Rs. 1000

 TOTAL : Rs. 4001

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

CONTRIBUTION TO COMMUNITY CHEST

ATTENDANCE  : 13.07.2020

Total Membership : 266
Members present  : 248
( Including Inner Wheel club members)

Members Exempted  : 046

Monday, 20th July
Mr C.B. Bhave, IAS (Retd.)

Former Chairman of SEBI 
on Corporate Governance

Monday, 27th July
Fellowship Evening

What 

Next 
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